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But a more powerful foe than any Maratha leader had
risen up against Aurangzib. About the 15th February
1707, the emperor was attacked by fever. He aggravated
his illness by unceasing prayers; and although he shewed
himself daily to his officers they could see on uhis counte-
nance the stamp of death. Hamid-ud-din Khan, who in
spite of his recent cowardice in the field, really loved his
master, sought counsel of some Hindu astrologers. They,
after the manner of their kind, prescribed that Aurangzib
should give in charity a rich jewel and a royal elephant.
The emperor contemptuously wrote on the back of the
prescription that to give away an elephant was not tho
custom of a good Musulman but the accursed practice of
Hindus and star-worshippers'. Then he sent a letter with
four thousand rupees to the chief Kazi of Ahmadnagar
and asked that they should be distributed among tho
deserving poor* He ended tho loiter with a Persian
couplet, which being interpreted ran as follows:

" Carry Oils creature ol dust quickly to the Fiiht burial place
And consign him to the earth without any useless coffin "

lie did not, however, pass away until the 3rd March
and his last days were embittered by the quarrels of his
sons. Mahomed Akbar and Sultan Mahomed wore dead.
The three survivors wero inflamed by mutual enmity.
Shah Alam tho eldest, had been released some years before
and was governor of the Panjab. Azim Shah was governor
of Ahmadabad. Kum Baksh was with Hie emperor. Of
these tho mot^t ambitious and self-confident was Azim
Shah, Hearing of his father's failing health, he bogged
leave to visit him, pleading that tho air of Ahmadabad
did not suit him. The emperor had, when about to rebel
against Shah Jehan, written in the same strain and he
fancied that Azim Shah meant to follow his example. He
wrote back refusing Azim Shah leave, adding sardonically
that all airs (hava) suited a man's health except the airs
(kava) of ambition* Azim Shah, undaunted by this rebuff,
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